CHAPTER  XIV
HIGH-ALTITUDE LIFE
The summit had not been attained ; but man
had of his own strength climbed to 27,000 feet
above sea-level. Has any other living thing done
the same ? Has any other animal, or any insect,
or even any bird, reached that stupendous height ?
It may be doubted. A chough did, two years
later, accompany another climbing party to that
same altitude to gather scraps of their food. But
choughs do not fly to that height either for the
view or for the glory of the thing. And this was
the first time in the history of the world that
food had been carried to 27,000 feet on a mountain.
We may assume then that no chough had been
to that height before. Vultures soar to great
heights, and Wollaston in 1921 had observed a
vulture sailing over the North Peak at about
25,000 feet. But it was not 2000 feet above
it. And this is the highest known altitude at
which vultures have been seen. They would
not rise higher than they need ; and there is no
obvious need for them to fly as high as 27,000
feet.
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